
MLA8 BIBLIOGRAPHY STYLE SHEET  
 

What is MLA8? 

MLA stands for ‘Modern Languages Association’ and it is used in academic papers to acknowledge the research sources used.  The ‘8’ means that this 
is the 8th version of this citation style.   
 

 

These are the Core  
Elements of MLA8  

 
The elements appear in the same order as above, 
and contain the same punctuation as noted. 

 

How to Cite… 
 

1.  Authors.  
2. Title of the source. 
3. Title of container, 
4. Other contributors, 
5. Version, 
6. Numbers, 
7. Publisher, 
8. Publication date, 
9. Location. 

 

 
 
What is a ‘Container’? 
Containers are elements that ‘hold’ the source.  
For example, if you are creating a citation for an 
article from World Book Encyclopedia, World Book 
Encyclopedia is the container.  Both the title of the 
source and the container are included in a citation.  
Containers are in italics. 

Two Authors:  
 

Las Name, First Name and First Name, Last 
Name 
Example – Bonn, Melissa, and Manju Binning 
 

 

Things To Know… 
 

Three Authors or More: 
 

Last Name, First Name, et al.   
Example – Bonn, Melissa, et al.   
 
*‘et al’ means and others 

Works by Individuals Other Than Author:  

 
 Last Name, First Name, title.  
 Example – Rollins, Rosemary, editor. 
 Example 2 - Binning, Manju, translator 

Spacing:  The bibliography should be double spaced 
with a hanging indent set at ½ inch.   
 

Page Numbers:  Page numbers are not 
needed for books, unless the citation 
is for an essay or chapter in an 
anthology.      

 

URLs:  Include URLs for online sources but omit 
“http://” or “https://” 
 



Sample MLA8 Bibliography1 

The heading/title of your 
bibliography should be ‘Works 
Cited’ and be centered.  
 
Movie Citation  
 
 
 
Newspaper Article 
 
 
 
Academic Journal  
 
 
 
Blog Post  
 
 
 
 
 
Website 
 
 
 
Remember to set the hanging 
indent to 1.2 inches! 
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1 Sample adapted from Purdue Writing Lab (available online at https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_sample_works_cited_page.html) 
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